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FINAL
ORDER
4005 Regulations for the Implementation of the Telecommunications Technology Investment Act (Docket 41)

IN THE MATTER OF THE RULES FOR THE
PROVISION OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

SERVICES
(REG. DKT 10 OPENED MAY 1, 1984; REG. DKT PSC REGULATION DOCKET
45 OPENED NOVEMBER 21, 1995; JOINTLY NOS. 10 AND 45

REOPENED NOVEMBER 17, 1998; JULY 24,
2001; AUGUST 9, 2005; NOVEMBER 5, 2013;
MAY 13, 2014; AUGUST 19, 2014 AND
DECEMBER 5, 2019

IN THE MATTER OF THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
INVESTMENT ACT

(OPENED JULY 20, 1993; REOPENED
DECEMBER 5, 2019)

PSC REGULATION DOCKET NO. 41

ORDER NO. 9580

AND NOW, this 22" day of April 2020, the Delaware Public Service Commission ("Commission") determines and
orders the following:

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2019, the Governor of the State of Delaware signed into law Senate Bill No. 18 (82 Del. Laws
ch. 11) ("SB 18"), which, among other things, amended Title 26 of the Delaware Code by removing certain statutory
requirements for Commission-regulated telecommunications service providers that are no longer consistent with recent
decisions of the Federal Communications Commission, including significant changes to the Telecommunications
Technology Investment Act ("TTIA") (See 26 Del.C. §§ 215, 704-707); and

WHEREAS, in part, SB 18 amends: (1) §215(h) to permit telecommunications carriers to undergo transfers of control
and to issue securities without Commission approval; and (2) the TTIA to narrow the definition of "Basic Services" to only
switched access services and to allow carriers to change their rates for Basic Services without Commission approval; and

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2019, by Order No. 9506, the Commission re-opened the captioned dockets and
proposed to revise its telecommunications rules to reflect the SB 18 amendments and to otherwise clarify and simplify its
regulations by: (1) amending its Rules for the Provision of Telecommunications Services, codified at 26 Del. Admin. C. §
4001 ("§ 4001") (i.e.; Regulation Docket Nos. 10 and 45); (2) moving the remaining TTIA requirements (as amended by SB
18) from 26 Del. Admin. C. § 4005 ("§ 4005") to § 4001; and (3) repealing its Regulations for the Implementation of the
Telecommunications Technology Investment Act, codified at § 4005 (Regulation Docket No. 41); and

WHEREAS, by Order No. 9506, the Commission set the hearing date on the proposed changes for the regular meeting
it had scheduled for February 26, 2020, and directed the Commission Secretary to cause notice of the proposed changes
and the hearing date in The News Journal and Delaware State News newspapers and in the Delaware Register of
Regulations; and

WHEREAS, in late December 2019, the Commission cancelled its February 26, 2020 meeting and, therefore, by Order
No. 9532 (Jan. 8, 2020), set a new hearing date on the proposed changes for March 18, 2020, and directed the
Commission Secretary to publish notice of the new hearing date in the February 1, 2020 edition of the Register of
Regulations and in The News Journal and Delaware State News newspapers on January 23, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the proposed regulations appeared the January 1, 2020 edition of the Delaware Register of Regulations
and the new hearing date appeared in the February 1, 2020 edition of the Delaware Register of Regulations; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with 29 Del.C. § 10118(a), which requires the opportunity for public written comment to be
extended for a minimum of 15 days after the final public hearing on a proposed regulation, the Commission included in the



form of notice a time period for written public comment ending on April 3, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on February 4, 2020, Verizon Delaware LLC ("Verizon") submitted written comments supporting the
proposed changes as consistent with the SB 18 and as appropriately clarifying and reorganizing the structure of the rules to
correspond with their more limited scope; and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Commission conducted a duly-noticed hearing on the proposed changes during
which: (1) Staff witness Lisa Driggins testified that the proposed amendments comply with the changes made by SB 18 and
adoption thereof would be in the public interest; (2) Douglas Smith, Verizon's Vice President, State Government Affairs,
stated that Verizon fully supports the proposed amendments, noting they are consistent with existing law; and (3) the
Commission voted to adopt the proposed amendments to the regulations on the condition that no public comments were
filed by the April 3, 2020 deadline objecting to the proposed amendments; and

WHEREAS, other than Verizon, no person filed comments by the April 3, 2020 deadline for public written comment;
and

WHEREAS, the Commission is also making several non-substantive numbering and formatting changes to the Rules
for the Provision of Telecommunications Services, consistent with the Delaware Administrative Code Drafting and Style
Manual, September 2014 Edition;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED BY THE AFFIRMATIVE
VOTE OF NOT FEWER THAN THREE COMMISSIONERS:

1. That pursuant to 26 Del.C. §§ 209 and 703(3), the Commission hereby amends its Rules for the Provision of
Telecommunications Services (i.e.; 26 Del. Admin. C. § 4001) as proposed herein and repeals its Regulations for the
Implementation of the Telecommunications Technology Investment Act (i.e.; 26 Del. Admin. C. § 4005). Marked-up
versions of the regulations are attached as Exhibits “A” and “B”.

2. That pursuant to 29 Del. C. § 10118(e), the Secretary of the Commission shall transmit a copy of this Order,
including Exhibits “A” and “B” to the Registrar of Regulations for publication in the June 1, 2020 edition of the Delaware
Register of Regulations. An exact copy of the regulations, as amended, shall be published in the Delaware Register of
Regulations as the Commission’s official regulation as defined in 29 Del. C. § 1132.

3. That the effective date of the changes to the regulations shall be the later of June 11, 2020, or ten days after
publication in the Delaware Register of Regulations.

4. That the Commission reserves the jurisdiction and authority to enter such further orders in this matter as may be
deemed necessary or proper by Order of the Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Dallas Winslow, Chairman Is! Kim Drexler, Commissioner
Joann T. Conaway, Commissioner Is/ Harold B. Gray, Commissioner
Manubhai C. Karia, Commissioner

ATTEST: Donna Nickerson, Secretary

*Please Note: Electronic signatures ("/s/") were accepted pursuant to 6 Del.C. §12A-107(d).
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